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Shrnuti

e Tato studie prrinasi systematicky prehled ekonomické literatury zamérené
na evaluaci programu pro nadané Zaky. Dopliuje existujici pedagogické a psycho-
logické poznatky o pohled zalozeny na kauzalnim usuzovani a méritelnych dopadech
intervenci. Je proto uzite¢nym zdrojem pro tviarce vzdélavacich politik a vedeni skol,
ktefi potiebuji efektivné alokovat verejné prostiedky a navrhovat Gc¢inné podptirné
programy. Pedagogickym a ekonomickym vyzkumnikim nabizi ptehled moder-
nich evalua¢nich metod a shrnuje klicova empiricka zjisténi o riznych typech podpory,
od vcéasné plosné identifikace az po dopady akcelerace ¢i specializovanych skol. Zavéry
studie jsou obzvlasté relevantni pro snizovani vzdélanostnich nerovnosti, nebot
prokazuji, Ze pozitivni dopady dobfe navrzenych programt se nejsilnéji projevuji
u nadanych Zaki ze socioekonomicky znevyhodnéného prostiedi.

e Klicovym prvkem podpory nadanych Zaki je jejich véasna identifikace. Tradi¢ni piistupy
zalozené na nominaci uciteli ¢i rodici jsou ¢asto nepresné a mohou prehlizet nadané zaky
ze znevyhodnénych skupin. PloSny screening v raném véku doplnény o komplexni
diagnostiku se ukazuje jako efektivnéjsi pristup, ktery dokaze odhalit vyrazné
vice nadanych Zakt zejména mezi divkami a Zaky ze znevyhodnéného pro-
stiredi. Definice nadani by méla vychazet z modernich psychologickych koncepci nadani

1 Tato studie reprezentuje pouze nazor autora, a nikoli oficialni stanovisko Ekonomického tstavu AV CR, v. v. i. ¢ Centra
pro ekonomicky vyzkum a doktorské studium UK (CERGE). Studie dopliiuje dalsi publikace projektu Talent a navazuje
na Sirsi prehled ekonomické literatury zabyvajici se naddnim (Federicova a Protivinsky, 2024). Za cenné komentare
arady autor dékuje dvéma recenzentfim, Jané Fikrlové (MSMT a FSS MU) a Martinu Guzi (ESF MU). Velmi uZite¢né
podnéty poskytli také Stépan Jurajda (CERGE-EI), Vaclav Korbel (PAQ Research), Jana Pleskotova a lidé z projektu
Talent z IDEA pti CERGE-EI (Daniel Miinich, Alena Bi¢akova, Miroslava Federi¢ova a Jaroslav Groero) a lidé z tymu
Nadace RSJ (Anton Tyutin, Hana Ktepelkova, Lenka Eckertova a dalsi). Veskeré pripadné nepiesnosti a chyby jdou
na vrub autora. Studie vznikla jako soucast Talentu, spole¢ného projektu think-tanku IDEA pii CERGE-EI a Nadace RSJ.

* CERGE-EI, spole¢né pracovisté UK a EKU AV CR, v. v. i.
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a identifikace by se méla opirat o standardizované, spolehlivé a psychometricky ovérené
diagnostické néstroje.

e V ramci Skol 1ze s nadanymi pracovat integrované, tedy ve stejnych skolach
a tridach spolec¢né s ostatnimi zaky, nebo je vzdélavat v oddélenych, sepa-
rovanych skupinach (ve vybérovych tridach ¢i Skolach). Vedle integrace
a separace se stale castéji prosazuje také inkluzivni vyuka zaloZena na dife-
renciaci, ktera umoznuje pracovat se zaky na zakladé jejich individualnich
potieb a tirovné. V takovém modelu mohou nadani i ostatni Zaci ziistavat v bézné tride,
pricemz jim ucitel prizptsobuje obsah, tempo i hloubku uciva tak, aby vSichni mohli
rozvijet svlij potencial. V plné inkluzivni a diferencované vyuce je role identifikace
nadanych méné podstatna, pokud vyucujici dokaze rozpoznat a naplnit potieby vSech zaka.
Tento pristup klade vysoké naroky na pedagogické dovednosti a organizaci vyuky, zaroven
vsak podporuje diverzitu a vzajemné obohacovani zaki.

¢ Oblibenou, zejména v americkém prostiredi, a dobre vyzkumné podloZenou
formou podpory nadanych zaki je akcelerace, tedy tprava kurikula takovym
zpusobem, aby doslo ke zkraceni obvyklé délky $kolni dochazky. Ceska legis-
lativa umoznuje prerazeni nadaného zaka do vyssiho rocniku2, pedagogicka literatura
nabizi také mnoho dalSich akcelera¢nich metod. Aby byla akcelerace skutecné prinosna,
musi zahrnovat pouze zaky, ktefi jsou na naroc¢néjsi ucivo pripraveni. V opa¢ném piipadé
miiZe mit negativni dopad.

e Navzdory popularité elitnich vybérovych skol evaluacni literatura zpravidla
nenachazi zadny ¢i jen velmi slaby pozitivni dopad téchto skol ¢i dalsich
specializovanych programu pro nadané. Zaci vybrani do elitnich $kol sice dosahuji
lepsich studijnich vysledki, avS§ak v mnoha piipadech by srovnatelné dobrych vysledki
dosahli diky svému nadani i v béznych Skolach. Pozitivni dopad téchto programii se
nejsilnéji projevuje u zaki ze znevyhodnéného prostredi, kde prave dodate¢na podpora
miuze byt klicova pro rozvoj jejich potencidlu. V kombinaci s plosnou identifikaci
mohou dobie navrzené programy na podporu nadanych snizovat nerovnosti
ve vzdélavani.

e SdruZovani zakt do skupin dle schopnosti mtize byt prinosné, protoze umoznuje 1épe
zacilit vyuku. Rozdélovani zakid do rtznych skol v raném véku vSak miize vést k hor§im
vysledktim u slabsich zakd a prohlubuje nerovnosti ve vzdélavani, zejména pokud neni
snadny pozdéjsi prechod mezi jednotlivymi typy Skol. Alternativnim opatienim
mohou byt ti¥idy pro nadané v ptuvodnich skolach nebo vytahované skupiny
(pull-outs), kdy nadani zistavaji v puvodnich tiidach, avSsak maji po c¢ast
tydne oddélenou specializovanou vyuku.

e Celkova kvalita a pripravenost vzdélavaciho systému je pro tispé$nou podporu nadanych
zakl zasadni. Je proto nutné systematicky zaclenit téma vzdélavani nadanych do pripravy
uciteld a jejich dalSiho vzdélavani. Rozdily v kvalité pedagogu mezi skolami jsou
vyrazné a rozdily v dopadu dobrych a Spatnych ucéiteli na Zaky mohou byt
obrovské. Vzdélavaci systém musi byt schopen rozpoznat kvalitni pedagogy
a ocenit je.

2 Zakon 561/2004 Sb. o predskolnim, zdkladnim, stfednim, vy$$im odborném a jiném vzdélavani (Skolsky zakon),
ve znéni ke dni 1. 3. 2025. Vzd€lavani nadanych zakd upravuje §17. Dostupny prostfednictvim ©

2


https://msmt.gov.cz/dokumenty/skolsky-zakon-ve-zneni-ucinnem-ode-dne-1-1-2024

We've Avne
The matihv

for pot

CERGE =,
E| .2

PROJECT OF THE ECONOMICS INSTITUTE OF THE CZECH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

Study 3/2026

Talent in School:
What Helps Gifted Studentss

A Systematic Review of the Effectiveness and Impacts of Programs
Supporting Gifted Students in the Economics Literature

MARCH 2026
TOMAS PROTIVINSKY*

Summary

e This study provides a systematic overview of economics literature focused
on evaluation of programs for gifted students. It supplements existing pedagogical
and psychological knowledge with a perspective based on causal reasoning and measurable
impacts of interventions. It is a useful resource for education policymakers and
school administrators who need to allocate public funds effectively and to design
effective support programs. It offers education and economic researchers an
overview of modern evaluation methods and summarizes key empirical findings on various
types of support, from early universal identification to the impacts of acceleration and
specialized schools. The study's conclusions are particularly relevant for reducing
educational inequalities, as they show that the positive effects of well-designed
programs are most pronounced among gifted students from socioeconomically
disadvantaged backgrounds.

e The key to supporting gifted students is early identification. Traditional approaches
based on nomination by teachers or parents are often inaccurate and can overlook gifted
students from disadvantaged groups. Comprehensive screening at an early age,
supplemented by complex diagnostics, has proven to be a more effective

3 This study represents only the author's opinion and not the official position of the Economic Institute of the Czech
Academy of Sciences or the Center for Economic Research and Graduate Education at Charles University (CERGE).
The study complements other Talent project publications, and builds on a broader overview of economic literature
dealing with talent (Federi¢ova and Protivinsky, 2024). The author would like to thank two reviewers, Jana Fikrlova
(Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports and Faculty of Social Studies, Masaryk University) and Martin Guzi (Faculty
of Economics and Administration, Masaryk University), for their valuable comments and advice. Stépan Jurajda
(CERGE-EI), Vaclav Korbel (PAQ Research), Jana Pleskotova, and members of the Talent project at IDEA at CERGE-EI
(Daniel Miinich, Alena Bi¢akova, Miroslava Federi¢ova, and Jaroslav Groero), as well as members of the RSJ Foundation
team (Anton Tyutin, Hana Kiepelkova, Lenka Eckertov4, and others). Any inaccuracies or errors are the responsibility
of the author. The study was created as part of Talent, a joint project of the IDEA think tank at CERGE-EI and the
RSJ Foundation.

* CERGE-E], a joint workplace of Charles University and the Economics Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences.
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approach that can identify significantly more gifted students, especially
among girls and students from disadvantaged backgrounds. The definition of
giftedness should be based on modern psychological concepts, and identification should
be based on standardized, reliable, and psychometrically validated diagnostic tools.

¢ Within schools, gifted students can be taught in an integrated manner, i.e.,
in the same schools and classes together with other students, or they can be
educated in separate, segregated groups (in selective classes or schools).
In addition to integration and segregation, inclusive teaching based
on differentiation is also increasingly popular; this allows teachers to work
with students according to their individual needs and levels. In this model, gifted
and other students all remain in a regular classroom, with the teacher adapting the content,
pace, and depth of the curriculum so that everyone can develop their potential. In fully
inclusive and differentiated teaching, the role of identifying gifted students is less
important if the teacher is able to recognize and meet the needs of all students. This
approach places high demands on teaching skills and the organization of teaching, but at
the same time promotes diversity and mutual enrichment among students.

e Acceleration,i.e., adjusting the curriculum in such a way as to shorten the usual
length of schooling, is a popular and well-researched form of support for gifted
students, especially in the US environment. Czech legislation allows gifted students
to be moved to a higher grade.4 Educational literature also offers many other acceleration
methods. For acceleration to be truly beneficial, it must only include students who are ready
for more challenging material. Otherwise, it can have a negative impact.

e Despite the popularity of elite, selective schools, evaluation literature
generally finds no or only very weak positive impact of these schools and of
other specialized programs for gifted students. Although students selected for elite
schools generally achieve better academic results, in many cases they would achieve
comparably good results in regular schools thanks to their talent. The positive impact of
these programs is most evident among students from disadvantaged backgrounds, for
whom extra support can be crucial for development of their potential. Combined with
widespread identification, well-designed programs to support gifted students
can reduce inequalities in education.

e Grouping students according to ability can be beneficial because it allows for more targeted
teaching. However, dividing students into different schools at an early age can lead to
poorer results for weaker students and exacerbate inequalities in education, especially if it
is not easy to transfer between different types of schools later on. Alternative measures
include classes for gifted students in their original schools or pull-outs, where
gifted students remain in their original classes but receive separate
specialized instruction for part of the week.

e The overall quality and readiness of the education system is crucial for successful support
of gifted students. It is therefore necessary to systematically integrate the topic of gifted
education into teacher training and continuing education. Differences in teacher
quality between schools are significant, and the impact of good and bad
teachers on students can be enormous. The education system must be able to
recognize and reward high-quality teachers.

4 Act No. 561/2004 Coll. on preschool, primary, secondary, higher professional, and other education (the Education Act),
as amended on March 1, 2025. The education of gifted pupils is regulated by Section 17. Available at ©
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